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administered to humans or other animals in an amount sufficient to treat the 
gastrointestinal disorder. 
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replaced other bile acids, especially cholic acid, accounting for 16.5% of 
gallbladder, bile at 12 mo after surgery. Both plasma levels and postprandial 
• increase of total bile acids remained unchanged in the UDCA (/) group, but 
\decreased in the UDCA (-) group at 12 mo. Fecal excretion oy bile acids 
:ended to be smaller in the UDCA (+) group, and the ratio oy secondary to 
primary bile acids was larger in the UDCA (-) group. Almost all the bile 
acids were in free form in stool, and UDCA constituted 19%^ in the UDCA ( + ) 
group. The transit time of the whole alimentary tract w/s elongated by 
administering UDCA, especially at an early period after/lPAA. Although both 
anaerobic and aerobic bacteria decreased after IPAA, tlie latter decreased more 
iri\stool, resulting in an increase in the ratio of ta£al anaerobes/total 
aerobes, especially in the UDCA (-) group. The decrease in Bacteroidaceae and 
Lactobacillus after IPAA was slightly smaller in the UDCA (+) group. 
Administration of UDCA following IPAA was efficient to induce rapid intestinal 
adaptation and also to keep the bile acid fraction^ in the ileal pouch less 
harmfi 
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Compns/ containing hemicelluloses . in combination with polyphenols, methods of 
preparing the compns., and methods of treating humans or animalkwith the . 
composition are provided. Also provided is a method for increasing growth 
rate, improving feed efficiency and decreasing scour after weaning\ri an 
animal by administering an effective amount of the composition to the\animal. 
The hemicelluloses preferably are not consumed by human alimentary enzymes or 
harmful bacteria, in the gastrointestinal tract. The polyphenols preferably 
decrease the amount of harmful bacteria in the gastrointestinal tract. The 
compns. can optionally contain a carrier or be used as a feed addition and are 
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